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Compression, you will observe, was responsible for 217 deaths out of 507 cases in the series (42 per cent.). The majority of these cases were associated with either serious intradural haemorrhage or else laceration of the brain: both occasions of gross injury to brain tissue. In compression of the brain due to extradural haemorrhage the considerably lower mortality figure is due to the fact that the clinical symptom-complex_ of _ this latter injury is much better known, the lesion is of slower development, and timely operation saves a great many lives. Of four patients suffering from middle meningeal haemorrhage whom I have operated upon, all have survived. Most extradural _ haemorrhages, incidentally, are due to tearing of the middle meningeal artery; the posterior branch is much more frequently involved than the anterior; the bulk of the haemorrhage is usually found beneath the vault, only in a few instances spreading to the base of the skull. Less than 25 -per cent, of fractures involving the middle cranial fossa are associated with this complication. Owing to the shallowness of the grooveg in the adolescent skull, middle meningeal haemorrhage is rare in children; it is a sequela of fracture of the skull almost wholly confined to adults.
That uncomplicated concussion of the brain should be associated with such a high mortality figure as 27 [Feb., 1931. 
